
New Zealand Recognized Bird Names – Introduction & Keys 
Last Updated 24/06/03 

NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN) 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
This list of recognized names for bird species in New Zealand is provided by the 
Ornithological Society of New Zealand Inc. (OSNZ). It is derived from the 3rd Edition 
(1990) of its Checklist of the Birds of New Zealand and the Ross Dependency, Antarctica 
and includes subsequent decisions of the Rare Birds Committee of the OSNZ. If new 
birds are added to the list by the decisions of this Committee, the listing attached here 
will be amended accordingly from time to time.  
 
At the request of the Department of Conservation (DoC) the categories of the New 
Zealand Threat Classification (details in Molloy, J.; Bell, B.; Clout, M.; de Lange, P.; Gibbs, G.; Given, 
G.; Norton, D.; Smith, N.; Stephens, T. 2002. Classifying species according to the threat of extinction. A System for 
New Zealand. Threatened species occasional publication 22, 26p. and Hitchmough, R. (comp.) 2002 : New Zealand 
Threat Classification System lists–2002.  Threatened species occasional publication 23, 210p. Department of 
Conservation) have been provided for listed species and sub-species (other than human 
introduced) where the DoC compilers have made an assessment. Some taxonomically 
indeterminate taxa not generally accepted as distinct, or yet to be published, are referred 
to in the DoC published list, but do not currently appear in the OSNZ recognised list.  
 
The OSNZ acknowledges that the current deliberations of its Checklist Committee will 
probably result in a future list which may be significantly different in some respects to 
the one provided here. The present list will be completely revised and updated when 
the next edition of the OSNZ Checklist of the Birds of New Zealand becomes 
available.  
 
To avoid any confusion in usage, persons choosing to use any name for a New Zealand 
bird which is not on this recognized list, should clearly indicate the published 
reference(s) for the name used. 
 
Copyright in this list of bird names is owned by the OSNZ. The list may be reproduced 
free of charge in any format or media without requiring specific permission. This is 
subject to the material being reproduced accurately and in a non-derogatory manner and 
in a non-misleading context. Where the material is published or issued to others as part of 
a business venture, prior written permission to use it in this manner must be sought from 
the Secretary, OSNZ, P O Box 12397, Wellington. 
 
The list is supplied on an ‘as is’ basis, without warranty of any kind, and the OSNZ will 
not accept liability for any direct, indirect, special or consequential damages, losses or 
expenses howsoever arising and relating to the use, or lack of use, of the data and/or 
information in it. Any loss or damage incurred through the use of the data and/or 
information shall be the responsibility of the user. The OSNZ makes no express or 
implied warranties as to the accuracy or completeness of the data/information resource or 
its suitability for any purpose. 

 
 



New Zealand Recognized Bird Names – Introduction & Keys 
Last Updated 24/06/03 

USE & INTERPRETATION. 
 
The Recognised list of bird names is provided as a downloadable Excel sheet held in 
5.0/95 & 97-2000 format (BIRDCHECKLIST). It may also be viewed on the website in 
non-downloadable picture format for quick reference. 
 
To help the understanding of the different parts of the list presentation, the screen 
background view is colour coded, and the text is in either black or red – 
Green/black – represents all parts of the OSNZ Recognized List;  
White/black – gives a coded (key below) and summarized distribution and status 

(assessed by the OSNZ compilers) for each taxon in the New Zealand region;  
Yellow/red – gives the DoC Threat Classifications and qualifiers (key below). 
 

Key to Distribution and Status 
 
# Found within land area of North, South & Stewart Islands 
C Inshore islands and waters 
O Oceanic, outer islands, Antarctica 
 
E Endemic – breeds only in New Zealand territories 
I Introduced by human agency 
S Straggler – an irregular visitor 
V Rare Vagrant – transitory and unexpected 
X Probably extinct 
Z Extinct / fossil 
 

Key to DoC Threat Classification 
 
1 Nationally Critical 
2 Nationally Endangered 
3 Nationally Vulnerable 
4 Serious Decline 
5 Gradual Decline 
6 Sparse 
7 Range Restricted 
N Not Threatened 
C Colonizer 
M Migrant 
V Vagrant 
E Extinct 
 

Key to DoC Threat Classification Qualifiers 
 
EW Extinct in the Wild (exists only in captivity) 
CD Conservation Dependent (Likely to move to a higher threat category if current 

management ceases) 
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DP Data Poor (Confidence in listing is low due to poor data available for 
assessment) 

RC Recovering (Total population showing a sustained recovery) 
ST Stable (Total population stable) 
SO Secure Overseas (Secure in other parts of its natural range outside New Zealand) 
TO Threatened Overseas (Threatened in those parts of its natural range outside of 

New Zealand) 
HI Human Induced (Present distribution is a result of direct or indirect human 

activity) 
RF Recruitment Failure (Current population may appear stable, but age structure is 

such that catastrophic declines are likely in the future) 
EF Extreme Fluctuations ( Extreme unnatural population fluctuations, or natural 

fluctuations overlaying human-induced declines, that increase the threat of 
extinction) 

OL One Location (Found at one location [geographically or ecologically distinct 
area] at which a single event [e.g. a predator irruption] could soon affect all 
individuals of the taxon). 
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

DINORNITHIFORMES : Moas
EMEIDAE
[ANOMALOPTERYGINAE]

Anomalopteryx Reichenbach 
Anomalopteryx didiformis  (Owen) Z

Megalapteryx Haast
Megalapteryx didinus  (Owen) Z

Pachyornis Lydekker
Pachyornis elephantopus  (Owen) Z
Pachyornis australis Oliver Z
Pachyornis mappini  Archey Z

[EMEINAE]
Emeus Reichenbach

Emeus crassus (Owen) Z
Euryapteryx Haast

Euryapteryx geranoides (Owen) Z
Euryapteryx curtus  (Owen) Z

DINORNITHIDAE
Dinornis Owen

Dinornis struthoides  Owen Z
Dinornis novaezealandiae  Owen Z
Dinornis giganteus Owen Z

APTERYGIFORMES : Kiwis
APTERYGIDAE : Kiwis

Apteryx Shaw & Nodder
Apteryx australis Shaw & Nodder Brown Kiwi

Apteryx australis mantelli Bartlett North Island Brown Kiwi #E 4 HI, RF

Apteryx australis australis Shaw & 
Nodder

South Island Brown Kiwi 
(Tokoeka) #E 5 HI, RF

Apteryx australis lawryi  Rothschild Stewart Island Brown 
Kiwi (Tokoeka) #E

Apteryx owenii  Gould Little Spotted Kiwi (Kiwi-
pukupuku) #CE 7 RC, HI

Apteryx haastii  Potts Great Spotted Kiwi 
(Roa) #E 5 HI, RF

PODICIPEDIFORMES : Grebes
PODICIPEDIDAE : Grebes

Podiceps Latham
Podiceps cristatus  (Linnaeus) Great Crested Grebe

Podiceps cristatus australis  Gould Australasian Crested 
Grebe (Puteketeke) # 1 TO, HI

Poliocephalus Selby
Poliocephalus rufopectus  (Gray) New Zealand Dabchick 

(Weweia) #E 6 ST?

Hoary-headed Grebe #S

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Poliocephalus poliocephalus  (Jardine 
& Selby)
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Tachybaptus Reichenbach
Eastern Little Grebe

Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae (Stephens)

Australasian Little 
Grebe # C SO

PROCELLARIIFORMES : Tube-nosed Birds
DIOMEDEIDAE : Albatrosses, Mollymawks

Manu Marples
Manu antiquus  Marples Z

Diomedea Linnaeus
Diomedea exulans  Linnaeus Wandering Albatross OC M
Diomedea epomophora   Lesson Royal Albatross (Toroa)

Diomedea epomophora 
epomophora  Lesson

Southern Royal 
Albatross (toroa) OCE 7 HI

Diomedea epomophora sanfordi 
Murphy

Northern Royal 
Albatross (toroa) #OE 3 RF

Diomedea nigripes  Audubon Black-footed Albatross V
Diomedea immutabilis Rothschild Laysan Albatross V
Diomedea melanophrys   Temminck Black-browed 

Mollymawk
Diomedea melanophrys 
melanophrys  Temminck

Black-browed 
Mollymawk OC C TO

Diomedea melanophrys impavida 
(Mathews) 

New Zealand Black-
browed Mollymawk OCE 3 ST, OL

Diomedea cauta  Gould White-capped (Shy) 
Mollymawk

Diomedea cauta cauta Gould White-capped (Shy) 
Mollymawk V

Diomedea cauta steadi  Falla New Zealand White-
capped (Shy) 
Mollymawk

OCE 7

Diomedea cauta salvini  (Rothschild) Salvin's Mollymawk OC 7 DP, TO

Diomedea cauta eremita  (Murphy) Chatham Island 
Mollymawk OE 4 OL

Diomedea chrysostoma  Forster Grey-headed OC 4 TO, OL
Diomedea chlororhynchos  Gmelin Yellow-nosed 

Mollymawk
Diomedea chlororhynchos 
chlororhynchos  Gmelin

Atlantic Yellow-nosed 
Mollymawk V V TO

Diomedea chlororhynchos carteri 
(Rothschild)

Yellow-nosed 
Mollymawk OC C OL

Diomedea bulleri  Rothschild Buller's Mollymawk
Diomedea bulleri bulleri Rothschild Southern Buller's 

Mollymawk OCE 7

Diomedea bulleri platei Reichenow Northern Buller's 
Mollymawk OE 7 ST

Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 
(Stephens)
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Phoebetria Reichenbach
Phoebetria fusca (Hilsenberg) Sooty Albatross V
Phoebetria palpebrata  (Forster) Light-mantled Sooty 

Albatross O 5 DP, SO

PROCELLARIIDAE : Shearwaters, Diving Petrels, Fulmars, Prions and Gadfly Petrels
[PROCELLARIINAE : Shearwaters and Diving Petrels]

Calonectris Mathews & Iredale
Calonectris diomedea  (Scopoli) North Atlantic 

Shearwater
Calonectris diomedea borealis 
(Cory)

North Atlantic (Cory's) 
Shearwater V

Puffinus Brisson 
[Ardenna]

Puffinus creatopus  Coues Pink-footed Shearwater OS

Puffinus carneipes  Gould Flesh-footed 
Shearwater OC 5 SO

[Thyellodroma]
Wedge-tailed 

Puffinus pacificus pacificus  (Gmelin) Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater O 7 SO

Puffinus pacificus chlororhynchus 
Lesson

Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater V

Puffinus bulleri  Salvin Buller's Shearwater OCE 7 ST,OL
[Puffinus]

Puffinus griseus  (Gmelin) Sooty Shearwater 
(Muttonbird), (Titi) #OC 5 TO

Puffinus tenuirostris  (Temminck) Short-tailed Shearwater 
(Tasmanian Muttonbird) O M

Puffinus nativitatis  Streets Christmas Island 
Shearwater V

Puffinus puffinus (Brünnich) Manx Shearwater
Puffinus puffinus puffinus  (Brünnich) Manx Shearwater V

Puffinus puffinus newelli Henshaw Newell's Shearwater V

Puffinus gavia  (Forster) Fluttering Shearwater 
(Pakaha) OC N

Puffinus huttoni  Mathews Hutton's Shearwater #OCE 2 HI, OL

Puffinus pacificus  (Gmelin)
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Puffinus assimilis  Gould Little Shearwater
Puffinus assimilis assimilis Gould Norfolk Island Little 

Shearwater OS

Puffinus assimilis kermadecensis 
Murphy

Kermadec Little 
Shearwater OE 7 ST

Puffinus assimilis haurakiensis 
Fleming & Serventy

North Island Little 
Shearwater OCE N RC, HI

Puffinus assimilis elegans  Giglioli & 
Salvadori

Subantarctic Little 
Shearwater O 7 SO

Pelecanoides Lacépède
Pelecanoides urinatrix (Gmelin) Common Diving Petrel

Pelecanoides urinatrix urinatrix 
(Gmelin)

Common Diving Petrel 
(Kuaka) OC N

Pelecanoides urinatrix exsul Salvin Subantarctic Diving 
Petrel O N

Pelecanoides georgicus Murphy & 
Harper

South Georgian Diving 
Petrel OC 1 HI, OL

Procellaria Linnaeus
Procellaria cinerea  Gmelin Grey Petrel O 5 SO, HI
Procellaria parkinsoni  Gray Black (Parkinson's) 

Petrel OCE 5 HI, RF

Procellaria westlandica  Falla Westland Petrel #OCE 7 ST, OL
Procellaria aequinoctialis  Linnaeus White-chinned Petrel 

(Shoemaker)
Procellaria aequinoctialis 
aequinoctialis Linnaeus

White-chinned Petrel O 7 TO, HI

Bulweria Bonaparte
Bulweria bulwerii (Jardine & Selby) Bulwer's Petrel V

Pseudobulweria Mathews
Pseudobulweria rostrata  (Peale) Tahiti Petrel V

[FULMARINAE : Fulmars, Prions and Gadfly Petrels]
Lugensa Mathews

Lugensa brevirostris  (Lesson) Kerguelen Petrel O M
Pagodroma Bonaparte

Pagodroma nivea  (Forster) Snow Petrel
Pagodroma nivea nivea  (Forster) Greater Snow Petrel O M
Pagodroma nivea minor  (Schlegel) Lesser Snow Petrel O M

Daption Stephens
Daption capense (Linnaeus) Cape Pigeon

Daption capense capense 
(Linnaeus)

Cape Pigeon OC

Daption capense australe Mathews Snares Cape Pigeon OCE 7

Thalassoica Reichenbach
Thalassoica antarctica (Gmelin) Antarctic Petrel O M

Fulmarus Stephens
Fulmarus glacialoides  (Smith) Antarctic Fulmar O M
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Macronectes Richmond
Macronectes giganteus  (Gmelin) Southern Giant Petrel O M
Macronectes halli  Mathews Northern Giant Petrel OC N TO

Pachyptila Illiger
Pachyptila turtur (Kuhl) Fairy Prion (Titi Wainui) OC N SO, HI

Pachyptila crassirostris (Mathews) Fulmar Prion
Pachyptila crassirostris 
crassirostris  (Mathews)

Fulmar Prion O 7 TO

Pachyptila crassirostris 
pyramidalis Fleming

Chatham Fulmar Prion OE 7 ST

Pachyptila belcheri  (Mathews) Thin-billed Prion O M
Pachyptila desolata  (Gmelin) Antarctic Prion

Pachyptila desolata desolata 
(Gmelin)

Antarctic (Kerguelen) 
Prion OS 5 SO, HI

Pachyptila desolata banksi Smith Antarctic Prion O
Pachyptila salvini  (Mathews) Salvin's Prion

Pachyptila salvini salvini (Mathews) Salvin's Prion O M

Pachyptila vittata  (Forster) Broad-billed Prion 
(Parara) O N SO

Halobaena Bonaparte
Halobaena caerulea  (Gmelin) Blue Petrel O M

Pterodroma Bonaparte
[Cookilaria]

Pterodroma longirostris  (Stejneger) Stejneger's Petrel OS
Pterodroma pycrofti  Falla Pycroft's Petrel OCE 7 RC, HI
Pterodroma leucoptera  (Gould) Gould's Petrel

Pterodroma leucoptera caledonica 
Imber & Jenkins

New Caledonian Petrel OS M

Pterodroma cookii  (Gray) Cook's Petrel (Titi) OCE 5 RF
[Oestrelatella]

Pterodroma nigripennis  (Rothschild) Black-winged Petrel OC N
Pterodroma axillaris  (Salvin) Chatham Petrel OE 2 CD, OL
Pterodroma inexpectata (Forster) Mottled Petrel (Korure) OCE 7 RC, HI

Pterodroma cervicalis  (Salvin) White-naped Petrel
Pterodroma cervicalis cervicalis 
(Salvin)

White-naped Petrel OE 7 RC, TO, OL

[Hallstroma]
Pterodroma externa  (Salvin) Juan Fernandez Petrel V
Pterodroma alba  (Gmelin) Phoenix Petrel V V TO
Pterodroma neglecta (Schlegel) Kermadec Petrel

Pterodroma neglecta neglecta 
(Schlegel)

Kermadec Petrel O 2 SO, HI
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

[Pterodroma]
Pterodroma solandri (Gould) Providence Petrel V
Pterodroma macroptera (Smith) Great-winged Petrel

Pterodroma macroptera gouldi 
(Hutton)

Grey-faced Petrel (Oi) #OCE N

Magenta Petrel 
(Chatham Island Taiko) OE 1 CD, OL

Pterodroma lessonii  (Garnot) White-headed Petrel O N SO, HI
Pterodroma mollis  (Gould) Soft-plumaged Petrel O C SO

HYDROBATIDAE : Storm Petrels
[HYDROBATINAE : Northern Storm Petrels]

Oceanodroma Reichenbach
Oceanodroma leucorhoa  (Vieillot) Leach's Storm Petrel

Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
leucorhoa (Vieillot)

Leach's Storm Petrel V

OCEANITINAE : Southern Storm Petrels
Oceanites Keyserling and Blasius
[Oceanites]

Oceanites oceanicus  (Kuhl) Wilson's Storm Petrel
Oceanites oceanicus exasperatus 
Mathews

Wilson's Storm Petrel O

[Garrodia]
Oceanites nereis  (Gould) Grey-backed Storm 

Petrel O N SO, HI

Pelagodroma Reichenbach
Pelagodroma marina  (Latham) White-faced Storm 

Petrel
Pelagodroma marina dulciae 
Mathews

Australian White-faced 
Storm Petrel OS

Pelagodroma marina maoriana 
Mathews

New Zealand White-
faced Storm Petrel 
(Takahikare-moana)

OCE N HI

Pelagodroma marina albiclunis 
Murphy & Irving

Kermadec Storm Petrel OE 1 HI, OL?

Fregetta Bonaparte
Fregetta tropica  (Gould) Black-bellied Storm 

Petrel O N SO, HI

Fregetta grallaria  (Vieillot) White-bellied Storm 
Petrel

Fregetta grallaria grallaria (Vieillot) White-bellied Storm 
Petrel O 7 TO

Pterodroma magentae  (Giglioli & 
Salvadori)
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

SPHENISCIFORMES : Penguins
SPHENISCIDAE : Penguins

Palaeeudyptes Huxley
Palaeeudyptes antarcticus Huxley Z
Palaeeudyptes marplesi Brodkorb Z

Pachydyptes Oliver
Pachydyptes ponderosus  Oliver Z

Platydyptes Marples
Platydyptes novaezealandiae (Oliver) Z
Platydyptes amiesi  Marples Z
"Platydyptes" marplesi  Simpson Z

Archaeospheniscus Marples
Archaeospheniscus lowei  Marples Z
Archaeospheniscus lopdelli  Marples Z

Duntroonornis Marples
Duntroonornis parvus  Marples Z

Korora Marples
Korora oliveri Marples Z

Marplesornis Simpson

Z

Tereingaornis Scarlett
Tereingaornis moisleyi  Scarlett Z

Aptenodytes Miller
Aptenodytes forsteri  Gray Emperor Penguin O
Aptenodytes patagonicus  Miller King Penguin O M
Aptenodytes ridgeni  Simpson Z

Megadyptes Milne-Edwards
Yellow-eyed Penguin 
(Hoiho) #OCE 3 ST, HI

Pygoscelis Wagler
Pygoscelis papua  (Forster) Gentoo Penguin

Pygoscelis papua papua (Forster) Northern Gentoo 
Penguin O

Adélie Penguin O

Pygoscelis antarctica (Forster) Chinstrap (Ringed) 
Penguin O

Pygoscelis tyreei  Simpson Z
Eudyptula Bonaparte

Eudyptula minor  (Forster) Blue Penguin (Korora) #OC 3, 5, 7 HI, EF
Eudyptes Vieillot : Crested Penguins

Eudyptes chrysocome  (Forster) Rockhopper Penguin
Eudyptes chrysocome 
chrysocome  (Forster)

Western Rockhopper 
Penguin O

Eudyptes chrysocome filholi Hutton Eastern Rockhopper 
Penguin OE 4 TO

Eudyptes chrysocome moseleyi 
Mathews & Iredale

Moseley's Rockhopper 
Penguin V

Pygoscelis adeliae (Hombron & Jacquinot)

Marplesornis novaezealandiae 
(Marples)

Megadyptes antipodes  (Hombron & 
Jacquinot)
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Eudyptes chrysolophus  (Brandt) Macaroni Penguin
Eudyptes chrysolophus 
chrysolophus (Brandt)

Macaroni Penguin V

Eudyptes chrysolophus schlegeli 
Finsch

Royal Penguin O

Eudyptes pachyrhynchus  Gray Fiordland Crested 
Penguin (Pokotiwha) #CE 5 HI

Eudyptes robustus  Oliver Snares Crested OE 7 OL
Eudyptes sclateri  Buller Erect-crested Penguin OE 2

Spheniscus Brisson
Spheniscus magellanicus  (Forster) Magellanic Penguin V

PELECANIFORMES : Pelicans, Gannets, Cormorants and  Allies
[PHAETHONTES : Tropicbirds]

PHAETHONTIDAE : Tropicbirds
Phaethon Linnaeus

Phaethon rubricauda  Boddaert Red-tailed Tropicbird O 7 SO, HI
Phaethon lepturus  Daudin White-tailed Tropicbird

Phaethon lepturus dorotheae 
Mathews

White-tailed Tropicbird V

[PELECANI : Pelicans, Gannets, Cormorants, Darters]
(PELECANOIDEA : Pelicans and Allies)
PELECANIDAE : Pelicans

Pelecanus Linnaeus
Pelecanus conspicillatus  Temminck Australian Pelican

Pelecanus conspicillatus 
conspicillatus Temminck

Australian Pelican   V

Pelecanus novaezealandiae  Scarlett New Zealand Pelican Z
PELAGORNITHIDAE : Bony-toothed Pelicans

Pelagornis Lartet
Pelagornis miocaenus  Lartet Z

Pseudodontornis Lambrecht

Z

(SULOIDEA : Gannets, Cormorants, Darters)
SULIDAE : Gannets and Boobies

Morus Vieillot
Morus capensis  (Lichtenstein) Cape Gannet #C
Morus serrator  (G. R. Gray) Australasian Gannet 

(Takapu) #OC N RC, SO

Sula Brisson
Sula leucogaster  (Boddaert) Brown Booby

Sula leucogaster plotus  (Forster) Brown Booby OS
Sula dactylatra  Lesson Masked (Blue-faced) 

Booby
Sula dactylatra personata Gould Masked (Blue-faced) 

Booby O 1 TO

Pseudodontornis stirtoni Howard & 
Warter
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

PHALACROCORACIDAE  : Cormorants and Shags
Phalacrocorax Brisson

Phalacrocorax carbo  (Linnaeus) Black Shag (Black 
Cormorant, Great 
Cormorant)

Phalacrocorax carbo 
novaehollandiae Stephens

Black Shag (Black 
Cormorant) (Kawau) #OC 6 SO

Phalacrocorax varius  (Gmelin) Pied Shag (Pied 
Cormorant)

Phalacrocorax varius varius 
(Gmelin)

Pied Shag (Pied 
Cormorant) (Karuhiruhi) #C 6 DP, SO, HI

Phalacrocorax sulcirostris (Brandt) Little Black Shag (Little 
Black Cormorant) # 6 SO

Phalacrocorax melanoleucos (Vieillot) Little Shag (Little Pied 
Cormorant)

Phalacrocorax melanoleucos 
brevirostris Gould

Little Shag 
(Kawaupaka) #CE N

Leucocarbo Bonaparte
Leucocarbo carunculatus  (Gmelin) New Zealand King Shag #CE 7 ST

Leucocarbo chalconotus  (Gray) Stewart Island Shag, 
Bronze Shag #CE 3 HI

Leucocarbo onslowi (Forbes) Chatham Island Shag OE 7 ST?
Leucocarbo ranfurlyi  (Ogilvie-Grant) Bounty Island Shag OE 7
Leucocarbo colensoi  (Buller) Auckland Island Shag OE 7
Leucocarbo campbelli (Filhol) Campbell Island Shag OE 7 OL
Leucocarbo atriceps  (King) Imperial/Blue-eyed/King 

Shag
Leucocarbo atriceps purpurascens 
(Brandt)

Macquarie Island Shag O

Stictocarbo Bonaparte
Stictocarbo punctatus  (Sparrman) Spotted Shag

Stictocarbo punctatus punctatus 
(Sparrman)

Spotted Shag 
(Parekareka) #CE N RC

Stictocarbo punctatus steadi Oliver Blue Shag #CE N

Stictocarbo featherstoni  ( Buller) Pitt Island Shag OE 7 ST?
ANHINGIDAE : Darters

Anhinga Brisson
Anhinga melanogaster  Pennant Darter

Anhinga melanogaster rufa (Daudin) Darter V

[FREGATAE : Frigatebirds]
FREGATIDAE : Frigatebirds

Fregata Lacépède
Fregata minor (Gmelin) Greater Frigatebird

Fregata minor peninsulae Mathews Greater Frigatebird V
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)
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ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
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Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Fregata ariel (Gray) Lesser Frigatebird V
CICONIIFORMES : Herons, Ibises, Storks and Allies
[ARDEAE : Herons, Bitterns and Allies]

ARDEIDAE : Herons and Bitterns
[ARDEINAE : Herons, Egrets]

Ardea Linnaeus
Ardea novaehollandiae  Latham White-faced Heron

Ardea novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae Latham

White-faced Heron #OC N SO

Ardea pacifica  Latham White-necked Heron V
Egretta T. Forster

Egretta alba  (Linnaeus) Great White Heron 
(Great Egret)

Egretta alba modesta  (J. E. Gray) White Heron (White 
Egret) (Kotuku) # 1 ST, SO

Egretta garzetta  Linnaeus Little Egret
Egretta garzetta nigripes (Temminck) Little Egret #S M

Egretta intermedia  (Wagler) Intermediate Egret 
(Plumed Egret) V

Egretta sacra (Gmelin) Reef Heron
Egretta sacra sacra (Gmelin) Reef Heron (Blue 

Heron) (Matuku-
moana)

#C 2 DP, SO, HI

Bubulcus Bonaparte
Bubulcus ibis (Linnaeus) Cattle Egret

Bubulcus ibis coromandus 
(Boddaert)

Cattle Egret # M

[NYCTICORACINAE : Night Herons]
Nycticorax T. Forster

Nycticorax caledonicus  (Gmelin) Nankeen Night Heron V C SO
[BOTAURINAE : Bitterns]

Botaurus Stephens
Botaurus poiciloptilus  (Wagler) Australasian Bittern 

(Matuku) # 2 TO, HI

Ixobrychus Billberg
Ixobrychus novaezelandiae  (Potts) New Zealand Little 

Bittern #EX E

Ixobrychus minutus  (Linnaeus) Little Bittern
Ixobrychus minutus dubius  Mathews Australian Little Bittern V

[THRESKIORNITHES : Ibises and Spoonbills]
THRESKIORNITHIDAE : Ibises and Spoonbills
[THRESKIORNITHINAE : Ibises]

Plegadis Kaup
Plegadis falcinellus  (Linnaeus) Glossy Ibis #S

Threskiornis G.R.Gray
Threskiornis molucca  (Cuvier) White Ibis

Threskiornis molucca strictipennis 
(Gould)

Australian White Ibis V

10 OSNZ Checklist Database 23/06/2003



NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)
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ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

[PLATALEINAE : Spoonbills]
Platalea Linnaeus

Platalea regia  Gould Royal Spoonbill  
(Kotuku-ngutupapa) # C

Platalea flavipes  Gould Yellow-billed Spoonbill V
ANSERIFORMES : Duck-like Birds
[ANSERES : Swans, Geese, Ducks]

ANATIDAE : Swans, Geese, Ducks
[DENDROCYGNINAE : Whistling Ducks]

Dendrocygna Swainson
Dendrocygna eytoni  (Eyton) Grass (Plumed) 

Whistling Duck V

[ANSERINAE : Swans and Geese]
Cygnus Bechstein

Cygnus olor  (Gmelin) Mute (White) Swan #I
Cygnus atratus  (Latham) Black Swan #OI N SO
Cyngus sumnerensis (Forbes) Z

Branta Scopoli
Branta canadensis  (Linnaeus) Canada Goose

Branta canadensis maxima Delacour Canada Goose #I

Cereopsis Latham
Cereopsis novaehollandiae  Latham Cape Barren Goose #I

Cnemiornis Owen
Cnemiornis calcitrans  Owen
Cnemiornis gracilis  Forbes

[TADORNINAE : Shelducks]
Tadorna Lorenz von Oken

Tadorna variegata  (Gmelin) Paradise Shelduck 
(Putangitangi) #E N

Tadorna tadornoides  (Jardine & Selby) Chestnut-breasted 
Shelduck (Australian 
Shelduck)

#S C SO

[ANATINAE : Ducks]
Chenonetta Brandt

Chenonetta jubata  (Latham) Australian Wood Duck 
(Maned Goose) V

Hymenolaimus Gray
Blue Duck (Whio) #E 2 HI

Anas Linnaeus
Anas platyrhynchos  Linnaeus Mallard

Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos 
Linnaeus

Mallard #OCI

Anas superciliosa  Gmelin Grey Duck
Anas superciliosa superciliosa 
Gmelin

Grey Duck (Parera) #OC 4 SO

Anas gracilis  Buller Grey Teal (Tete) # N SO
Anas castanea (Eyton) Chestnut Teal S

Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos 
(Gmelin)
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)
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ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
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Genus [Subgenus] Describer

Anas aucklandica  (Gray) Brown Teal #
Anas aucklandica chlorotis Gray Brown Teal (Pateke) #CE 1,2 HI, OL
Anas aucklandica aucklandica 
(Gray)

Auckland Island Teal 
(Flightless Duck) OE N HI

Anas aucklandica nesiotis  (Fleming) Campbell Island Teal OE 1 CD, HI, OL

Anas rhynchotis Latham Australasian Shoveler
Anas rhynchotis variegata (Gould) New Zealand Shoveler 

(Kuruwhengi) #E N SO

Anas clypeata  Linnaeus Northern Shoveler V
Anas acuta Linnaeus Northern Pintail V

Pachyanas Oliver
Pachyanas chathamica  Oliver Z

Euryanas  Oliver
Euryanas finschi  (Van Beneden) Z

Malacorhynchus Swainson
Pink-eared Duck V

Malacorhynchus scarletti Olson Z
Aythya Boie

Aythya australis  (Eyton) White-eyed Duck 
(Hardhead) V

Aythya novaeseelandiae  (Gmelin) New Zealand Scaup 
(Papango) #E N RC

[MERGINAE : Sea Ducks]
Mergus Linnaeus

Mergus australis  Hombron & Jacquinot Auckland Island 
Merganser Z E

[OXYURINAE : Stifftailed ducks]
Oxyura Bonaparte

Oxyura australis   Gould Blue-billed duck Z
Biziura Stephens

Biziura delautouri Forbes Z
FALCONIFORMES : Diurnal Birds of Prey
[ACCIPITRES : Secretarybird, Kites, Eagles, Hawks and Allies]

ACCIPITRIDAE : Kites, Eagles, Hawks and Allies
[ACCIPITRINAE : Kites, Eagles, Hawks and Allies]

Milvus Lacepède
Milvus migrans (Boddaert) Black Kite V

Circus Lacépède
Circus approximans  Peale Australasian Harrier 

(Kahu) #OC N SO

Circus eylesi Scarlett Extinct Harrier Z
Haliaeetus Savigny

Haliaeetus australis (Harrison & Walker) Extinct Chatham Island 
Sea Eagle Z

Harpagornis Haast
Harpagornis moorei  Haast Extinct New Zealand 

Eagle Z

[FALCONES : Falcons and Allies]

Malacorhynchus membranaceus 
(Latham)
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NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)
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DOC 
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DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

FALCONIDAE : Falcons
Falco Linnaeus

Falco novaeseelandiae  Gmelin New Zealand Falcon 
(Karearea) #OCE 3, 5, 2 HI

Falco cenchroides  Vigors & Horsfield Nankeen Kestrel
Falco cenchroides cenchroides 
Vigors & Horsfield

Nankeen Kestrel #S

Falco subniger Gray Black Falcon V
GALLIFORMES : Game Birds and Allies

PHASIANIDAE : Partridges, Quails, Pheasants, Turkeys
[ODONTOPHORINAE : American Quails]

Callipepla Wagler
Callipepla californica (Shaw) California Quail

Callipepla californica brunnescens 
(Ridgway)

California Quail #I

Colinus Goldfuss
Colinus virginianus  (Linnaeus) Bobwhite Quail IX

[PHASIANINAE : Partridges, Quails, Pheasants]
Alectoris Kaup

Alectoris rufa  (Linnaeus) Red-legged Partridge #I
Alectoris chukar  (J.E.Gray) Chukor #I

Perdix Brisson
Perdix perdix (Linnaeus) Grey Partridge

Perdix perdix perdix (Linnaeus) Grey Partridge #IX
Coturnix Bonnaterre

New Zealand 
Quail/Stubble Quail

Coturnix novaezelandiae 
novaezelandiae Quoy & Gaimard

New Zealand Quail 
(Koreke) Z E

Synoicus Gould
Synoicus ypsilophorus  (Bosc) Brown Quail #I

Phasianus Linnaeus
Phasianus colchicus  Linnaeus Ring-necked Pheasant #I

Pavo Linnaeus
Pavo cristatus Linnaeus Peafowl #I

[MELEAGRIDINAE : Turkeys]
Meleagris Linnaeus

Meleagris gallopavo  Linnaeus Wild Turkey #I
[NUMIDINAE : Guineafowl]

Numida Linnaeus
Numida meleagris  (Linnaeus) Tufted Guineafowl #I

Coturnix novaezelandiae  Quoy & 
Gaimard
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(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

GRUIFORMES : Rails, Cranes and Allies
RALLIDAE : Rails, Gallinules and Coots
[RALLINAE :  Rails, Gallinules, Coots and Allies]

Rallus Linnaeus
Rallus philippensis  Linnaeus Banded Rail

Rallus philippensis assimilis 
G.R.Gray

Banded Rail (Moho-
pereru) #C 6 DP

Rallus philippensis macquariensis 
Hutton

Macquarie Island 
Banded Rail EX

Rallus philippensis dieffenbachii 
G.R.Gray

Dieffenbach's Rail EX E

Rallus modestus  Hutton Chatham Island Rail Z E
Rallus pectoralis  Temminck Lewin's Rail

Rallus pectoralis muelleri Rothschild Auckland Island Rail OE 7 HI

Gallirallus  Lafresnaye
Gallirallus australis  (Sparrman) Weka

Gallirallus australis greyi (Buller) North Island Weka #CE 2 HI, EF
Gallirallus australis australis 
(Sparrman)

Western Weka #CE 4 HI, EF

Gallirallus australis hectori (Hutton) Buff Weka #OE N HI, EF

Gallirallus australis scotti (Ogilvie-
Grant)

Stewart Island Weka #OCE 2 ST, HI

Capellirallus  Falla
Capellirallus karamu  Falla New Zealand Snipe-rail Z

Diaphorapteryx Forbes
Diaphorapteryx hawkingi (Forbes) Giant Chatham Island 

Rail Z

Porzana Vieillot
Porzana tabuensis  (Gmelin) Spotless Crake

Porzana tabuensis plumbea (J. E. 
Gray)

Spotless Crake 
(Puweto) #OC 6 SO

Porzana pusilla  (Pallas) Marsh Crake
Porzana pusilla affinis (J. E. Gray) Marsh Crake 

(Koitareke) # 6

Gallinula Brisson
Gallinula ventralis  Gould Black-tailed Native-hen V
Gallinula tenebrosa  Gould Dusky Moorhen V
Gallinua hodgeni (Scarlett) Hodgen's Rail Z

Porphyrio Brisson
Porphyrio porphyrio  (Linnaeus) Purple Gallinule/ Purple 

Swamphen
Porphyrio porphyrio melanotus 
Temminck

Pukeko (Swamphen) #OC N SO

Porphyrio mantelli (Owen) Takahe (Notornis)
Porphyrio mantelli mantelli (Owen) North Island Takahe Z

Porphyrio mantelli hochstetteri (A. 
B. Meyer)

South Island Takahe #CE 1 CD, ST, HI
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Fulica Linnaeus
Fulica atra  Linnaeus Eurasian Coot

Fulica atra australis  Gould Australian Coot # C SO
Fulica chathamensis Forbes Chatham Island Coot Z
Fulica prisca Hamilton New Zealand Coot Z

APTORNITHIDAE : The Aptornis
Aptornis Owen

Aptornis otidiformis (Owen) North Island Aptornis Z
Aptornis defossor Owen South Island Aptornis Z

GRUIDAE : Cranes
[GRUINAE : Cranes]

Grus Brisson
Grus rubicundus  (Perry) Brolga V

CHARADRIIFORMES : Waders, Gulls and Terns, Auks
[CHARADRII : Waders and Allies]

ROSTRATULIDAE : Painted Snipe
Rostratula Vieillot

Rostratula benghalensis  (Linnaeus) Painted Snipe V
HAEMATOPODIDAE : Oystercatchers

Haematopus Linnaeus
Haematopus ostralegus Linnaeus Pied Oystercatcher

Haematopus ostralegus finschi 
Martens

South Island Pied 
Oystercatcher (Torea) #CE N

Haematopus unicolor   J. R. Forster Variable Oystercatcher 
(Torea; dark phase,  
Toreapango) #CE N

Haematopus chathamensis Hartert Chatham Island Pied 
Oystercatcher OE 1 CD, RC, HI

RECURVIROSTRIDAE : Stilts and Avocets
[RECURVIROSTRINAE : Stilts and Avocets]

Himantopus  Brisson
Himantopus himantopus (Linnaeus) Pied Stilt

Himantopus himantopus 
leucocephalus Gould

Australasian Pied Stilt 
(Poaka) #C N SO

Himantopus novaezelandiae  Gould Black Stilt (Kaki) #E 1 CD, ST, HI, 
OL

Recurvirostra Linnaeus
Recurvirostra novaehollandiae  Vieillot Australian Red-necked 

Avocet V

GLAREOLIDAE : Pratincoles and Coursers
[GLAREOLINAE : Pratincoles]

Glareola Brisson
Glareola maldivarum  J. R. Forster Oriental Pratincole V M

CHARADRIIDAE : Dotterels, Plovers, Lapwings
[CHARADRIINAE : Plovers]

Charadrius  Linnaeus
Charadrius obscurus  Gmelin New Zealand Dotterel 

(Tuturiwhatu) #CE 1, 6 CD, HI, OL, 
RC
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Charadrius bicinctus Jardine & Selby Banded Dotterel
Charadrius bicinctus bicinctus 
Jardine & Selby

Banded Dotterel 
(Tuturiwhatu) #OCE 5

Charadrius bicinctus exilis Falla Auckland Island Banded 
Dotterel OE 7 ST, HI

Charadrius ruficapillus  Temminck Red-capped Dotterel V
Charadrius melanops  Vieillot Black-fronted Dotterel # C SO
Charadrius hiaticula  Linnaeus Ringed Plover V
Charadrius leschenaultii  Lesson Large Sand Dotterel #S
Charadrius mongolus  Pallas Mongolian Dotterel

Charadrius mongolus mongolus 
Pallas

Mongolian Dotterel #S M

Charadrius mongolus atrifrons 
Wagler

Tibetan Dotterel #S

Charadrius veredus  Gould Oriental Dotterel V M
Erythrogonys Gould

Erythrogonys cinctus  Gould Red-kneed Dotterel V
Thinornis G. R. Gray

Thinornis novaeseelandiae  (Gmelin) Shore Plover 
(Tuturuatu) OE 1 ST, HI

Anarhynchus Quoy & Gaimard
Anarhynchus frontalis  Quoy & Gaimard Wrybill (Ngutuparore) #E 3

Pluvialis Brisson
Pluvialis fulva  (Gmelin) Pacific Golden Plover #OC M
Pluvialis dominica (Müller) American Golden 

Plover V

Pluvialis squatarola  (Linnaeus) Grey Plover #OS M
Vanellus Brisson

Vanellus miles  (Boddaert) Masked Plover
Vanellus miles novaehollandiae 
Stephens

Spur-winged Plover #OC C

[ARENARIINAE : Turnstones and Surfbird]
Arenaria Brisson

Arenaria interpres  (Linnaeus) Turnstone #OC M
SCOLOPACIDAE : Snipe, Sandpipers, Godwits, Curlews
[SCOLOPACINAE : Snipe]

Coenocorypha G. R. Gray
Coenocorypha aucklandica (G. R. Gray)New Zealand Snipe

Coenocorypha aucklandica 
aucklandica (G. R. Gray)

Auckland Island Snipe OE N

Coenocorypha aucklandica 
huegeli (Tristram)

Snares Island Snipe OE 7 ST, OL

Coenocorypha aucklandica 
iredalei  Rothschild

Stewart Island Snipe 
(Tutukiwi) #EX E

Coenocorypha aucklandica 
meinertzhagenae Rothschild

Antipodes Island Snipe OE 7 ST

Coenocorypha aucklandica 
barrierensis  Oliver

Little Barrier Snipe CEX E
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Coenocorypha pusilla  (Buller) Chatham Island Snipe OE 7 ST, HI
Coenocorypha chathamica (Forbes) Extinct Chatham Island 

Snipe Z

Gallinago Brisson
Gallinago hardwickii  (J. E. Gray) Japanese Snipe V M

[CALIDRINAE :Sandpipers, Stints]
Calidris Merrem

Calidris canutus (Linnaeus) Lesser Knot
Calidris canutus canutus  (Linnaeus) Lesser Knot (Huahou) #O M

Calidris tenuirostris  (Horsfield) Great Knot V M
Calidris alba  (Pallas) Sanderling #S M
Calidris alpina (Linnaeus) Dunlin V
Calidris ferruginea  (Pontoppidan) Curlew Sandpiper #S
Calidris acuminata  (Horsfield) Sharp-tailed Sandpiper # M
Calidris melanotos  (Vieillot) Pectoral Sandpiper #S M
Calidris bairdii (Coues) Baird's Sandpiper V
Calidris fusicollis  (Vieillot) White-rumped V
Calidris minuta (Leisler) Little Stint V
Calidris subminuta (Middendorff) Long-toed Stint V
Calidris ruficollis  (Pallas) Red-necked Stint #O M
Calidris mauri (Cabanis) Western Sandpiper V

Micropalama Baird
Micropalama himantopus (Bonaparte) Stilt Sandpiper V

Limicola Koch
Limicola falcinellus (Pontoppidan) Broad-billed Sandpiper

Limicola falcinellus sibiricus Dresser Eastern Broad-billed 
Sandpiper V M

Philomachus Merrem
Philomachus pugnax  (Linnaeus) Ruff V

Limnodromus Weid
Limnodromus semipalmatus (Blyth) Asiatic Dowitcher V V

[TRINGINAE : Curlews, Godwits, Shanks]
Numenius Brisson

Numenius madagascariensis (LinnaeusEastern Curlew # M
Numenius phaeopus (Linnaeus) Whimbrel

Numenius phaeopus variegatus  
(Scopoli)

Asiatic Whimbrel #OC M

Numenius phaeopus hudsonicus 
Latham

American Whimbrel 
(Hudsonian Curlew) #S

Numenius minutus  Gould Little Whimbrel V M
Numenius tahitiensis  (Gmelin) Bristle-thighed Curlew V V YO

Limosa Brisson
Limosa lapponica  (Linnaeus) Bar-tailed Godwit

Limosa lapponica baueri Naumann Eastern Bar-tailed 
Godwit (Kuaka) #OC M

Limosa limosa (Linnaeus) Black-tailed Godwit
Limosa limosa melanuroides Gould Asiatic Black-tailed 

Godwit #S M

Limosa haemastica (Linnaeus) Hudsonian Godwit V M
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Bartramia Lesson
Bartramia longicauda  (Bechstein) Upland Sandpiper V

Tringa Linnaeus
Tringa incana  (Gmelin) Wandering (Alaskan) 

Tattler #OCS M

Tringa brevipes  (Vieillot) Siberian (Grey-tailed) 
Tattler #OC M

Tringa hypoleucos  Linnaeus Common Sandpiper #S M
Tringa nebularia  (Gunnerus) Greenshank #S M
Tringa stagnatilis  (Bechstein) Marsh Sandpiper #S M
Tringa flavipes  (Gmelin) Lesser Yellowlegs V
Tringa terek  (Latham) Terek Sandpiper #S M

PHALAROPODIDAE : Phalaropes
Phalaropus Brisson

Phalaropus fulicarius  (Linnaeus) Grey (Red) Phalarope V
Phalaropus lobatus  (Linnaeus) Red-necked Phalarope V
Phalaropus tricolor  (Vieillot) Wilson's Phalarope V

[LARI : Skuas, Gulls, Terns, Skimmers]
STERCORARIIDAE : Greater Skuas (Bonxies), Lesser Skuas (Jaegers)

Catharacta Brünnich
Catharacta skua Brünnich Great Skua

Catharacta skua lonnbergi Mathews Brown (Subantarctic) 
Skua (Hakoakoa) #OC 6 SO

Catharacta maccormicki (Saunders) South Polar Skua O M
Stercorarius Brisson

Stercorarius parasiticus (Linnaeus) Arctic Skua OC M
Stercorarius pomarinus  (Temminck) Pomarine Skua OS M
Stercorarius longicaudus  Vieillot Long-tailed Skua OS M

LARIDAE : Gulls and Terns
[LARINAE : Gulls]

Larus Linnaeus
Larus dominicanus  Lichtenstein Southern Black-backed 

Gull (Kelp Gull, 
Dominican Gull)

Larus dominicanus dominicanus 
Lichtenstein

Southern Black-backed 
Gull (Karoro) #OC N SO

Larus novaehollandiae  Stephens Red-billed Gull
Larus novaehollandiae scopulinus 
J. R. Forster

Red-billed Gull 
(Tarapunga) #OCE N

Larus bulleri  Hutton Black-billed Gull #E 4
Larus pipixcan Wagler Franklin's Gull V

[STERNINAE : Terns]
Chlidonias Rafinesque

Chlidonias hybrida  (Pallas) Whiskered Tern V
Chlidonias leucopterus  (Temminck) White-winged Black #S M

Gelochelidon Brehm
Gelochelidon nilotica  (Gmelin) Gull-billed Tern V
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Sterna Linnaeus
Sterna albostriata   (G. R. Gray) Black-fronted Tern 

(Tarapiroe) #CE 4 HI

Sterna caspia  Pallas Caspian Tern (Taranui) #C 3 SO

Sterna striata  Gmelin White-fronted Tern 
(Tara) #OC 5 HI

Sterna fuscata  Linnaeus Sooty Tern
Sterna fuscata serrata  Wagler Sooty Tern O 5 TO

Sterna vittata Gmelin Antarctic Tern
Sterna vittata bethunei  Buller New Zealand Antarctic 

Tern OE 7 TO, HI

Sterna nereis  (Gould) Fairy Tern
Sterna nereis davisae  (Mathews & 
Iredale)

New Zealand Fairy Tern #E 1 OL

Sterna albifrons  Pallas Little Tern
Sterna albifrons sinensis Gmelin Eastern Little Tern # M

Sterna paradisaea Pontoppidan Arctic Tern #S M
Sterna bergii  Lichtenstein Crested Tern V
Sterna hirundo Linnaeus Common Tern

Sterna hirundo longipennis 
Nordmann

Eastern Common Tern V M

Sterna anaethetus  Scopoli Bridled (Brown-winged) 
Tern V

[MEGALOPTERINAE :Noddies]
Anous Stephens

Anous stolidus (Linnaeus) Common Noddy
Anous stolidus pileatus  (Scopoli) Common Noddy O 1 SO

Anous tenuirostris  (Temminck) Lesser Noddy
Anous tenuirostris minutus  Boie White-capped Noddy O 7 SO

Procelsterna Lafresnaye
Procelsterna cerulea (Bennett) Blue-grey Noddy

Procelsterna cerulea albivitta 
Bonaparte

Grey Ternlet OC 7 SO

Gygis Wagler
Gygis alba (Sparrman) White Tern

Gygis alba royana  Mathews White Tern O 1 SO
COLUMBIFORMES : Pigeons and Doves
[COLUMBAE : Pigeons and Doves]

COLUMBIDAE : Pigeons and Doves
[PTILINOPINAE : Fruit-pigeons]

Hemiphaga Bonaparte
Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae (Gmelin) New Zealand Pigeon 

(Kereru, Kukupa)
Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae 
novaeseelandiae (Gmelin)

New Zealand Pigeon 
(Kereru) #CE 5 RF

Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae 
chathamensis  (Rothschild)

Chatham Island Pigeon OE 1 CD, RC, HI, 
OL
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[COLUMBINAE : Typical Pigeons
Columba Linnaeus

Columba livia  Gmelin Rock Pigeon #CI
Streptopelia Bonaparte

Streptopelia roseogrisea  (Sundevall) Barbary Dove #I
Streptopelia chinensis  (Scopoli) Spotted Dove

Streptopelia chinensis tigrina 
(Temminck)

Spotted Dove #I

PSITTACIFORMES : Cookatoos and Parrots
CACATUIDAE : Cockatoos
[CACATUINAE : White Cockatoos and Allies]

Cacatua Vieillot
Cacatua galerita  (Latham) Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoo #I

PSITTACIDAE : Parrots
[STRIGOPINAE : Kakapo]

Strigops  Gray
Strigops habroptilus  Gray Kakapo #CE 1 CD, HI, OL

[NESTORINAE : Kakas and Kea]
Nestor Lesson

Nestor meridionalis (Gmelin) Kaka
Nestor meridionalis septentrionalis 
Lorenz

North Island Kaka #CE 2 HI

Nestor meridionalis meridionalis 
(Gmelin)

South Island Kaka #CE 2 HI

Nestor notabilis  Gould Kea #E 2
[PLATYCERCINAE : Rosellas and Allies]

Platycercus Vigors
Platycercus elegans  (Gmelin) Crimson Rosella #I
Platycercus eximius  (Shaw) Eastern Rosella #I

Cyanoramphus Bonaparte
Cyanoramphus unicolor  (Lear) Antipodes Island 

Parakeet OE 7 ST, OL

Red-crowned Parakeet

Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 
cyanurus  Salvadori

Kermadec Parakeet
OE 7 HI

Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 
novaezelandiae (Sparrman)

Red-crowned Parakeet 
(Kakariki) #OCE N HI

Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 
chathamensis  Oliver

Chatham Island Red-
crowned Parakeet OE 7 ST, HI

Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 
hochstetteri  (Reischek)

Reischek's Parakeet OE 7 ST, OL

Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 
erythrotis (Wagler)

Macquarie Island 
Parakeet Z

Cyanoramphus auriceps (Kuhl) Yellow-crowned 
Parakeet

Cyanoramphus auriceps auriceps 
(Kuhl)

Yellow-crowned 
Parakeet (Kakariki) #CE 5 HI, EF

Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 
(Sparrman)
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Cyanoramphus auriceps forbesi 
Rothschild

Forbes' Parakeet OE 2 CD, RC, HI, 
OL

CUCULIFORMES : Cuckoos and Turacos
[CUCULI : Cuckoos and Allies]

CUCULIDAE : Cuckoos, Koels and Coucals
[CUCULINAE : Parasitic Cuckoos]

Cuculus Linnaeus
Cuculus saturatus  Blyth Oriental Cuckoo #S
Cuculus pallidus  (Latham) Pallid Cuckoo V

Cacomantis  Müller
Cacomantis flabelliformis Latham Fan-tailed Cuckoo

Cacomantis flabelliformis 
flabelliformis  Latham

Fan-tailed Cuckoo V

Chrysococcyx Boie
Chrysococcyx lucidus (Gmelin) Shining Cuckoo

Chrysococcyx lucidus lucidus 
(Gmelin)

Shining Cuckoo 
(Pipiwharauroa) #OCE N

Eudynamys Vigors & Horsfield
Eudynamys orientalis (Linnaeus) Pacific Koel V
Eudynamys taitensis (Sparrman) Long-tailed Cuckoo 

(Koekoea) #CE 5 DP, HI

Scythrops  Latham
Scythrops novaehollandiae Latham Channel-billed Cuckoo V

STRIGIFORMES : Owls
STRIGIDAE : Typical Owls
[BUBONINAE : Hawk Owls and Allies]

Ninox Hodgson
Ninox novaeseelandiae  (Gmelin) Morepork

Ninox novaeseelandiae 
novaeseelandiae (Gmelin)

Morepork (Ruru) #CE N

Sceloglaux Kaup
Sceloglaux albifacies  (Gray) Laughing Owl 

Sceloglaux albifacies rufifacies 
Buller

North Island Laughing 
Owl EX E

Sceloglaux albifacies albifacies 
(Gray)

South Island Laughing 
Owl (Whekau) EX E

Athene Boie
Athene noctua  (Scopoli) Little Owl #I

TYTONIDAE : Barn Owls
[TYTONINAE : Barn Owls]

Tyto Billberg
Tyto alba (Scopoli) Barn Owl

Tyto alba delicatula (Gould) Australian Barn Owl V
CAPRIMULGIFORMES : Frogmouths, Nightjars
[AEGOTHELAE : Owlet-nightjars]

AEGOTHELIDAE : Owlet-nightjars
Megaegotheles Scarlett

New Zealand Owlet-
nightjar ZMegaegotheles novaezealandiae 

Scarlett
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APODIFORMES : Swifts
[APODI : Swifts]

APODIDAE : Swifts
[CHAETURINAE : Spine-tailed Swifts]

Hirundapus  Hodgson
Hirundapus caudacutus (Latham) Spine-tailed Swift

Hirundapus caudacutus 
caudacutus  (Latham)

Spine-tailed Swift #S

[APODINAE : Typical Swifts]
Apus (Scopoli)

Apus pacificus (Latham) Fork-tailed Swift
Apus pacificus pacificus  (Latham) Fork-tailed Swift V

CORACIIFORMES : Kingfishers, Bee-eaters, Rollers and Allies
[ALCEDINES : Kingfishers, Motmots and Allies]

ALCEDINIDAE : Kingfishers
[DACELONINAE : Forest Kingfishers]

Dacelo Leach
Dacelo novaeguineae (Hermann) Kookaburra

Dacelo novaeguineae 
novaeguineae (Hermann)

Kookaburra #CI

Halcyon Swainson
Halcyon sancta Vigors & Horsfield Sacred Kingfisher

Halcyon sancta vagans  (Lesson) New Zealand Kingfisher 
(Kotare) #OC N SO

[CORACII : Rollers and Allies]
CORACIIDAE : Rollers]

Eurystomus Vieillot
Eurystomus orientalis (Linnaeus) Eastern Broad-billed 

Roller
Eurystomus orientalis pacificus 
(Latham)

Dollarbird V

PASSERIFORMES : Passerine Birds
[OLIGOMYODI : Suboscines]
(ACANTHISITTIDES : New Zealand Wrens)

ACANTHISITTIDAE : New Zealand Wrens
Acanthisitta Lafresnaye

Acanthisitta chloris (Sparrman) Rifleman
Acanthisitta chloris granti Mathews & 
Iredale

North Island Rifleman 
(Titipounamu) #CE N DP

Acanthisitta chloris chloris 
(Sparrman)

South Island Rifleman 
(Titipounamu) #CE N DP
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Xenicus G. R. Gray
Xenicus longipes (Gmelin) Bush Wren

Xenicus longipes stokesii  G. R. Gray North Island Bush Wren Z E

Xenicus longipes longipes (Gmelin) South Island Bush 
Wren (Matuhi) #EX E

Xenicus longipes variabilis Stead Stead's Bush Wren #EX E
Xenicus gilviventris  Pelzeln Rock Wren #E 3 DP

Traversia Rothschild
Traversia lyalli Rothschild Stephens Island Wren Z E

Pachyplichas Millener
Pachyplichas yaldwyni Millener South Island Stout-

legged Wren Z

 Pachyplichas jagmi Millener North Island Stout-
legged Wren Z

[PASSERES (or POLYMYODI) : Oscines (Songbirds)]
ALAUDIDAE :  Larks

Alauda Linnaeus
Alauda arvensis  Linnaeus Skylark #OCI

HIRUNDINIDAE : Swallows and Martins
Hirundo Linnaeus

 Hirundo tahitica  Gmelin Welcome Swallow
Hirundo tahitica neoxena Gould Welcome Swallow #OC C SO

Hirundo nigricans Vieillot Australian Tree Martin
Hirundo nigricans nigricans Vieillot Australian Tree Martin #S

Hirundo ariel  (Gould) Fairy Martin V
MOTACILLIDAE : Wagtails and Pipits

Anthus  Bechstein
Anthus novaeseelandiae (Gmelin) Richard's/Australian/Ne

w Zealand Pipit
Anthus novaeseelandiae 
novaeseelandiae (Gmelin)

New Zealand Pipit 
(Pihoihoi) #CE N

Anthus novaeseelandiae 
chathamensis  Lorenz-Liburnau

Chatham Island Pipit OE N

Anthus novaeseelandiae 
aucklandicus  G. R. Gray

Auckland Island Pipit OE N

Anthus novaeseelandiae 
steindachneri Reischek

Antipodes Island Pipit OE

CAMPEPHAGIDAE : Cuckoo-shrikes
Coracina Vieillot

Coracina novaehollandiae (Gmelin) Black-faced Cuckoo-
shrike #S

Lalage Boie
Lalage tricolor (Swainson) Australian White-

winged Triller V
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PYCNONOTIDAE : Bulbuls
Pycnonotus Boie

Pycnonotus cafer Linnaeus Red-vented Bulbul
Pycnonotus cafer bengalensis Blyth Red-vented Bulbul #IX

PRUNELLIDAE : Accentors
Prunella  Vieillot

Prunella modularis  (Linnaeus) Hedge Sparrow 
(Dunnock) #OCI

MUSCICAPIDAE : Warblers, Flycatchers, Thrushes, etc.
[TURDINAE : Thrushes and Allies]

Turdus Linnaeus
Turdus merula  Linnaeus Blackbird #OCI
Turdus philomelos  Brehm Song Thrush #OCI

SYLVIIDAE : Old World Warblers
Bowdleria Rothschild

 Bowdleria punctata  (Quoy & Gaimard) Fernbird
Bowdleria punctata vealeae  Kemp North Island Fernbird 

(Matata) #CE 6 HI

Bowdleria punctata punctata (Quoy 
& Gaimard)

South Island Fernbird 
(Matata) #CE 6 HI

Bowdleria punctata stewartiana 
Oliver

Stewart Island Fernbird 
(Matata) #CE 2 ST,HI

Bowdleria punctata wilsoni Stead Codfish Island Fernbird 
(Matata) CE 1 RC

Bowdleria punctata caudata (Buller) Snares Island Fernbird 
(Karoti) OE 7 ST, OL

Bowdleria rufescens (Buller) Chatham Island Z E
PACHYCEPHALIDAE : Whistlers and Allies
[MOHOUINAE : Whitehead and Allies]

Mohoua Lesson
Mohoua albicilla  (Lesson) Whitehead (Popokatea) #CE N HI

Mohoua ochrocephala  (Gmelin) Yellowhead (Mohua) #E 2 HI, EF
Mohoua novaeseelandiae (Gmelin) Brown Creeper (Pipipi) #CE N HI

ACANTHIZIDAE : Australasian Warblers
[ACANTHIZINAE : Australasian Warblers]

Gerygone Gould
Gerygone igata (Quoy & Gaimard) Grey Warbler (Riroriro) #CE N
Gerygone albofrontata Gray Chatham Island 

Warbler OE 7 ST, HI

MONARCHIDAE : Monarch Flycatchers
[MONARCHINAE : Monarch Flycatchers]

Monarcha Vigors & Horsfield
Monarcha melanopsis (Vieillot) Black-faced Monarch V

Myiagra Vigors & Horsfield
Myiagra cyanoleuca  (Vieillot) Satin Flycatcher V

24 OSNZ Checklist Database 23/06/2003



NEW ZEALAND RECOGNIZED BIRD NAMES (NZRBN-OSNZCD)

Species Describer
Subspecies Describer Common names. 

English (Maori) Distrib. & 
status

DOC 
Threat 

classificat.

DOC 
Qualifiers

ORDER [SUBORDER] (INFRAORDER)
(SUPERFAMILY) FAMILY [SUBFAMILY]

Genus [Subgenus] Describer

[RHIPIDURINAE : Fantails]
Rhipidura Vigors & Horsfield

Rhipidura fuliginosa  (Sparrman) Grey/New Zealand 
Fantail

Rhipidura fuliginosa placabilis 
Bangs

North Island Fantail 
(Piwakawaka) #OCE N

Rhipidura fulginosa fuliginosa 
(Sparrman)

South Island Fantail 
(Piwakawaka) #OCE N

Rhipidura fuliginosa penita Bangs Chatham Island Fantail OE N EF

Rhipidura leucophrys (Latham) Willie Wagtail V
EOPSALTRIIDAE : Australasian Robins

Petroica Swainson
[Petroica]

Petroica macrocephala (Gmelin) New Zealand Tomtit
Petroica macrocephala toitoi 
(Lesson)

North Island Tomtit 
(Miromiro) #CE N

Petroica macrocephala 
macrocephala (Gmelin)

South Island Tomtit 
(Ngiru-ngiru) #CE N

Petroica macrocephala 
chathamensis Fleming

Chatham Island Tomtit OE 2 RC, HI

Petroica macrocephala 
dannefaerdi (Rothschild)

Snares Island Tomtit OE 7 ST, OL

Petroica macrocephala marrineri 
(Mathews & Iredale)

Auckland Island Tomtit OE N ST

[Miro]
Petroica australis (Sparrman) New Zealand Robin

Petroica australis longipes (Garnot) North Island Robin 
(Toutouwai) #CE N DP

Petroica australis australis 
(Sparrman)

South Island Robin 
(Toutouwai) #CE N DP

Petroica australis rakiura Fleming Stewart Island Robin #CE 2 ST, HI
Petroica traversi (Buller) Black Robin OE 1 ST,HI

ZOSTEROPIDAE : White-eyes
Zosterops Vigors & Horsfield

Zosterops lateralis  (Latham) Silvereye
Zosterops lateralis lateralis  (Latham) Silvereye #OC N SO

MELIPHAGIDAE : Honeyeaters
Notiomystis Richmond

Notiomystis cincta (Du Bus) Stitchbird (Hihi) #CE 7 ST, HI, OL
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Anthornis Gray
Anthornis melanura (Sparrman) Bellbird

Anthornis melanura obscura Falla Three Kings Bellbird CE 7 ST, OL
Anthornis melanura oneho Bartle & 
Sagar

Poor Knights Bellbird CE 7 ST, OL

Anthornis melanura melanura 
(Sparrman)

Bellbird (Korimako, 
Makomako) #OCE N HI

Anthornis melanura 
melanocephala Gray

Chatham Island Bellbird Z E

Prosthemadera Gray
Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae (GmeTui

Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae 
novaeseelandiae (Gmelin)

Tui #OCE N HI

Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae 
chathamensis Hartert

Chatham Island Tui OE 2 ST, HI, OL

Anthochaera Vigors & Horsfield
Anthochaera carunculata  (White) Red Wattlebird V

EMBERIZIDAE : Buntings, Cardinals, Tanagers, etc.
[EMBERIZINAE : Buntings, American Sparrows]

Emberiza Linnaeus
Emberiza citrinella  Linnaeus Yellowhammer #OCI
Emberiza cirlus Linnaeus Cirl Bunting #I

FRINGILLIDAE : Finches
[FRINGILLINAE : True Finches]

Fringilla Linnaeus
Fringilla coelebs  Linnaeus Chaffinch #OCI

[CARDUELINAE : Greenfinch, Goldfinch, etc.]
Carduelis  Brisson

Carduelis chloris  (Linnaeus) Greenfinch #OCI
Carduelis carduelis  (Linnaeus) Goldfinch #OCI
Carduelis flammea  (Linnaeus) Redpoll #OCI

PLOCEIDAE :  Weaverbirds
[PASSERINAE : Sparrows]

Passer Brisson
Passer domesticus  (Linnaeus) House Sparrow #OCI

STURNIDAE : Starlings and Oxpeckers
[STURNINAE : Starlings]

Sturnus Linnaeus
Sturnus vulgaris Linnaeus Starling #OCI

Acridotheres Vieillot
Acridotheres tristis (Linnaeus) Common Myna #CI

CALLAEIDAE : New Zealand Wattlebirds
Callaeas J. R. Forster

Callaeas cinerea (Gmelin) Kokako
Callaeas cinerea wilsoni (Bonaparte) North Island Kokako #CE 2 CD, HI, RF

Callaeas cinerea cinerea (Gmelin) South Island Kokako #EX 1 HI
Philesturnus Geoffroy St.-Hilaire

Philesturnus carunculatus (Gmelin) Saddleback
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Philesturnus carunculatus 
rufusater  (Lesson)

North Island 
Saddleback (Tieke) #CE 7 RC, HI

Philesturnus carunculatus 
carunculatus (Gmelin)

South Island 
Saddleback (Tieke) #CE 2 HI

Heteralocha Cabanis
Heteralocha acutirostris (Gould) Huia Z E

ARTAMIDAE : Woodswallows
Artamus Vieillot

Artamus personatus (Gould) Masked Woodswallow V
Artamus superciliosus (Gould) White-browed 

Woodswallow V

CRACTICIDAE : Bell Magpies
Gymnorhina Gray

Gymnorhina tibicen (Latham) Australian Magpie #I
PARADISAEIDAE : Birds-of-Paradise, Bower-birds and Piopios
[TURNAGRINAE : Piopios]

Turnagra Lesson
Turnagra capensis (Sparrman) Piopio

Turnagra capensis tanagra 
(Schlegel)

North Island Piopio #EX E

Turnagra capensis capensis 
(Sparrman)

South Island Piopio #EX E

CORVIDAE : Crows and Jays
Corvus  Linnaeus

Corvus frugilegus  Linnaeus Rook #I
Palaeocorax Forbes

Palaeocorax moriorum (Forbes) Extinct New Zealand 
Crow Z
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